Prosthetic rehabilitation of postsurgical nasomaxillary hypoplasia for a patient following reconstructive surgery: a clinical report.
Repairs of the cleft nose, lip, and palatal deformity remain challenging endeavors for reconstructive surgeons. Postsurgical nasomaxillary hypoplasia is a common finding in patients with extensive clefts. This complex deformity has a pronounced impact on the social behavior and self image of the subject. Esthetic and functional rehabilitation of this postsurgical defect is scarcely reported in the literature. Support in the form of prostheses or stents to prevent tissue collapse is usually required in these patients following surgery. This clinical case presentation discusses the fabrication of an internal nasal stent for a cleft nose, lip, and palate patient following surgical reconstruction. Two prostheses using two prosthetic materials (Polymethyl methacrylate, flexible resin) were prepared to compare their efficacy. The final prostheses improved the patient's appearance, making the postsurgical defect less conspicuous.